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Number 8, I believe, in the saga of Lanny Budd, and it won't disappoint his 
numerous fans. All ingredients, pressed down and running over as our Superman Lanny, 
pursues his career as pres ident ial agent, this time, headed for North Africa- and later 
for Moscow, Once again the historical background touches often enough on remembered 
contemporary history to give the reader a sense of pleasantly flattering recall, 

There's even the story of Lanny Budd as fellow guest with the Adamics and Winston Church- 
ill at the memorable “dinner at the White House", Lanny spies out the land in North 
Africa, assessing the mood, the spirit of Frenchman and native; he visits Vichy France, 
sees Iaval and others of his ilk, Algiers supplies full measure of adventure, but then- 
glutton for punishment- he sets out for Moscow only to be shot down over the Sahara, 
rescued by some fascist Arabs, who take him to a German military post. Hastily swallow- 
ing his F.D,R, identifications, he produces a card from Rudolf Hess to Hitler- and - 
presto changeo- he is in Sermany. There he walks a tightrope with Hitler, then Goering; 
he acquires some valuable pieces of French art; he visits some scientists "and learns the 
ae whereabouts of some experiments; and he gets sent ‘to Sweden and London- with instructions 
to come back and report further to Hitler, The time spans the North African invasim- 
Stalingred- bombing of Berlin, etc., but all fingers point to volume nine taking Lanny 
back again to Germany. The fascination of this series insures the sale of this volume- 


the one sure war book for big sales. 
; May 23 V 


Lewis, Sinclair KINGSBLOOD ROYAL Random +s ao 
/ 3,00 
The most frankly thesis novel that Sinclair Lewis has ever done- and that is 
saying a good deal, for he has not attempted to conceal the purpose behind his writings, 
In this book he virtually negates the values of his arguments by drawing his main points 
in almost caricature lines of exaggeration, so that not only does his plot seem contrived, 
but his people are stock characters, Stock~ that is- to the extent that they are invented 
to fill his needs; they are far from the ofdinary conception of "stock", His story deals 
with a promising young banker, a redhead, with an exquisite wife and pink and gold cherub 
of a child, In hunting down some family tree mttere for his father, he stumbles om a 
fact, unknown (or concealed) that one of his forebears on his mother's side was a full- 
blooded Negro, Whereupon Neil starts to find out what it is like to be a Negro, in a 
northern mid-west town where, presumably, prejudice is non-existent. He finds out- in 
fairly dramatic terms, He also finds. out that among the Negroes are some people who are 
infinitely finer and more cultured and more interesting than the club mates and bridge 
partners he has associated with. But along with this discovery comes a hypersensitivity 
to the slights, the insults leveled- often gratuitously, sometimes deliberately and vi- 
ae ciously- and in a burst of violent anger he gives his secret away. Then follows the 
tragedy imposed on those innocent of any drop of Negro blood - discrimination, loneliness, 
joblessness, violence, But at the close- when he is fighting for the right to keep his 
home, he finde which are his real friends - what his real values. There you have it - 


~169- 
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told with Sinclair Lewis’ fast paced narrative abilities, his semse of interplay of per- 
sonalities. He drives home some unpalatable truths, but he does it vith a sledge hammer, 
not a rapier, All the criticisms levelled at Gentleman's Agreementas a novel where thesis 
overrides the story are infinitely more true hers, But any Sinclair Lewis book has tre- 
mendous sales impetus, Literary Guild for June. 


‘AND TWO 10 GO- WELL 


May We Qo 
McLaughlin, Robert THE SIDE OF THE ANGELS Knopf 
$3.00 
* A first novel (the collection 4 Short Wait-Between Trains was short stories) 


by an articulate, liberal humanitarian, which is not dependent on contrived plot or shock 
technique for its effectiveness, It does attain its impressive impact through the de- 
velopment of character, the interplay of personalities, the conflict of ideas, In the 
story of Tom Egan and his older brother Clark there is the contrast of the idealist, lover 
of mankind, and the spurious, often shoddy, egotist, as they both fight- each in his own 
way- in the war, in their concepts of the world-to-be after the war. Clark is the officer, 
using his brain, being the smart cookie in OSS; Tom, the private, under fire in Chemical 
Warfare, tries to see what intelligence there is in the immensity of war, hoping for the 
permanence of his love for Jewish Rodia, Tom goes overseas by transport, (Clark by plane) 
battles through Salerno while Clark lives effortless in Bari; the aifferences between them 
grow and Clark reverts more and more to reactionary thinking. Clark's escape from death 
in a German bombing completes the moulding of his self-deception, and Tom's return home, 
wounded, with Rodia ready to marry him, divides them forever, The opposition of absolutes 
is played out in New York, then against the background of a proposed invasion of Yugo- 
Slavia, before the political moves of officers and policy, in front of men of all kinds, 
their problems and their philosophies, Wide in its scope, but penetrating in its detail, 
this is marked by its warm compassion and its sensitive feeling for shades of thinking 

and expression, In a surplus of war books, this, through its inescapable humanity, has 

@ strong appeal. 


Jones, Idwal VERMILION Prent ee 
3 00 

Idwal Jones, in those two of his books I have read, has established himself 
as a gifted, versatile writer with a great deal to say and the ability to say it su- 
premely well. Now comes this book, already much publicized, a book that will rank high 
on spring lists, It is closer to The Vineyard (Duell, Sloan & Pearce-1942) than to 
High Bonnet (Prentice-Hall-1945) for the protagonist of the story is the quicksilver 
mine at the Rancho Alamos- the mine with which the fortunes and the liver of the Copes, 
whether they were in California, or Cornwall, or China, was intimately bound, A three 
generation story this, though the spirit of Pablo, a youth returned from the seas at the 
start of the story, dominates the whole; a story that spans mch of California's history, 
from the degeneration of vitality under the remote Mexican control, through brief spurts 
of independence, to the American occupation and annexation. But chiefly it is the story 
of the Copes, of a pattern that repeats itself, with variants,- always a grand dame, an 
outsider ; alvays one to whom the love of the ore- the honor of the mine- is a focus ’ of 
life; always one who wastes his inheritance; alwaye one to whom the vineyard, the ranch, 
means more than the mine, There is adventure here, and romance, but the thing that 
breathes through the story is the feel of time and place, the sense of conflict within 
and without, the sharply drawn characterizations, Overlong, perhaps, but with that abun~ 
dance of detail that makes the Taylor Caldwell trilogy begun with Dynasty of Death 
vitally interesting to her audience (and Idwal Jones writes infinitely better). 
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Spectalizing’in Sales 





Richard Emery Roberts’ HE GILDED ROOSTER (Putnam) ts frontier history , well handled; 
a new Gerald Kersh, PRELUDE TO A CERTAIN NIGHT (Doubleday) will appeal -to his audience; 

P. G. Wodehouse’ FULL MOON (Doubleday) ts a sure seller; and for the mystery market, 

a new Elisabeth Sanxay Holding- THE BLANK WALL (Simon & Schuster). See below for reports. 








PROBLEHATICAL BOOKS 
April) //b 


Conway, Brooke THE LOVING ARE THE DARING Beha 9 

| 5.00 

The comfortable, expansive story of vigorous, generous, widowed Mrs, Kraemer 

and her six children, this reflects middle class America through the 1900's, and one 
woman's struggle to achieve something better for the next generation. With little means 
and many demands, here is the chromic obstacle of making ends meet, the worry of unrented 
rooms in a small piece of city property, the reluctance to send her children out to earn 
too young, Here were the crises she met, from her own resistance to surgery in a gall- 
stone attack, to her eldest son's marriage to an Italian girl; to the loss of Mary ,quiet 
and dependable, as she marries a chiropractor; to Margaret's unhappy love affair as she 
goes with a boy outside her social class; to Pauline's discontent at home and her depar- 
ture; and finally to her youngest, Trudie's, desire to become an artist, the opportunity 
she gete for further study in New York. An unpretentious portrait of unpretentious peo- 
ple, this is genuine, 




















April 30 









Engstrand, Stuart THE SLING AND THE ARROW es Age 
5.00 
From earlier historical novels, to They Sought for Paradise. (Harper, 1939) 
and Spring 1940 (Doubleday, 1941) which were markedly concerned with physical love, this 
preoccupation maturates here in a full blown novel of sexual perversion, and doesn't miss 
a chance to fictionalize- feverishly- psychosexual performance, This is the story of Her- 
bert Dawes, California dress designer, who unconsciously tries to kill his wife, Lonna,and 
is revealed to be a latent homosexual, and whose split personality- half male- half female- 
leads him through a fairly tortured pursuit of a chippie (voyeuriem here), to nervous hys- 
teria and the crippling of an arm, to hie taking up of a woman's work, and finally to his 
murder of Lonna, his attempt to escape disguised in woman's clothes. ,.A sensational ex- 
ploitation of scientific case history material, this is unnecessary. 





















April ?7 


Myers, Walter THE "GUV" pices -e 
3 90 
The fourth assistant Postmaster General writes of the American tradition in 
the life story of a lawyer and political figure. "The Guv", from Pennsylvania country 
life, to school, from mid-west teaching to law, to the political opportunities in his 
practice, cases, and partner's aid in advancement, The fights that come when he is ap- 
pointed to the Mayor's staff, the milestmes in his career, the human interest incidents, 
and the public stands that make The Guv a respected figure in his profession are displayed 
in detail, that- in its repetition and succession of nicknames- are more than faintly remi- 
niscent of comic-strip technique. There is a flash of the pathology of political corpses 
i‘ that has its biting effect, but the whole is no more than a rehash of an extract from some 
newspaper morgue- with little that is distitictive, Only the political understanding gives 
this any appeal. 
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May & 


Sackville-West, V. DEVIL AT WESTEASE mga 
000 

If this did not bear the name of Sackville-West, it would be classed as & 
better-written-than-average mystery romance, Double show it in that department- and 
give it a rental library mystery fan de lure play... The story is told by a young and 
apparently rich author, recently of the RAF, who seeks a place of retirement in a remote 
and charming village. He learns, through a garrulous landlord, a good deal of his neigh- 
bors to be; he purchases an enchanting old mill and adjoining farm;he eets the benevo- 
lent professor whose interest in old coins leads him to give our author one as e memento; 
he acquires great distaste for a cynical and crotchety artist, whose brilliance he acknow- 
ledges; and he falls in love with the saintly rector's daughter, And then the rector is 
married, the daughter is suspect, the professor disappears- and the denouement provides 
an original twist, and a surprise decision, which the author saves (thereby hurting her 
story) with an artificial anticlimax, But while ehe is telling her tale, she provides 


good reading, good atmosphere, 
vey 9) | 


Roberts, Richard Emery ° THE GILDED ROOSTER Putnam 
: $2.75 
* Well above average,in an adventure story of a new frontier, a remote fort 


near Laramie, held by a handful against the marauding Sioux, while most of the army was 
involved in the war between the states, There we find a Major Bonwitt, in command; 

@ Captain Clark who was second in command; a seedy doctor, a young lieutenant, madly in 
love with his wisp of a wife; a small garrison of non-come and men; and two scouts, 

one of them old, the other, Jed Cooper, quarrelsome, violent, feeling his strength, his 
individuality, resenting discipline, Into this uneasy setup comes a new officer, with 
none too savory a reputation, and his lovely and unhappy wife, Corinna, The Major and 
Jed both fall in love with her, and a strange pattern of conflict, on different emotimal 
levels, is developed, as the problem of the Sioux comes to violent head. Well told, one 
feels that Roberts has cut well below the surface in a good story of a tiny segment of 
our frontier history, 


May 12 


Nearing, Elizabeth Custer THE LANCASTERS ee 
01D 

Not without considerable sentimental stress, emotional strain, this portrays 
Nora Lancaster through the years and in emergencies, as watched over and loved by Francis 
Baring, doctor, and Douglas Lowry, minister, Against the background of Philadelphia in 
the 1900's, Nora is seen as Dr. Baring attends the premature birth of her fifth child, 
again saves that child's life in a diphtheria epidemic, later the mother when he prevents 
her from bearing another child; as Lowry forestalls her eldest child's elopement; and as 
both men not only protect her through these crises but ease her way through the chronic 
worry over her husband, his faithlessness, his bravado, and eventually his desertion... 
A rather agonized affair- this- which is only for women, but not widely. 


May 16 


Blaisdell, Elinore- Ed. TALES OF THE UNDEAD errene 
3.50 


A new collection of older tales, here are 25 stories (to be illustrated by the 
editor) of vampires and visitants, possession and obsession, haunting and hallucination, 
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From the more ornate, gothic styles in the supernatural of lafcadio Hearn g mie Lovecraft, 


Le Fanu, F. Marion Crawford, to Edith Wharton's classically curious Miss Mary Pask, 
Helen Hull's more modern Clay-Shuttered Doors, this collection also includes such names 


as Gautier, August Derleth, Vincent Starrett, Eleanor Smith, E,F. Benson, Washington Ir- 
ving. In a year which has seen several collections such as this, the market is perhaps 
less predictable- though this new one should provide literary as well as sanguinary 
satisfaction, 


May 16 
Rumsey, Adeline THE OTHER CHILDREN Simon & Schuster 
$2.75 
* A third novel, which again does not equal her first, When The Bough ‘Breaks, | 


thie is an extension of a situation which holds sympathy as well as singularity, the 

effect of the explosion of a schoolhouse on the few that remain, Here is the strange, 

etrained world which survives the catastrophe; Judith Webster, whose husband's death 

mattered less to her than that of her stepdaughter; Mre, Malloy, worn by poverty, who 

lost five children out of seven; Mre, Heath, who lost Dana,but not Clarry wio had played 
hookey that day. Here is the uneasy embarrassment of the old, and the few children left 

who are not allowed to forget they were singled out; the unnatural evente which followed 

as Marjorie, who had loved Dana, turns to his brother Clarry and becomes pregnant; as 

Buzz Malloy first makes trouble- then suicides; as Judith, directionless, realizes there 
is some future for her in staying on to help the others, A convincing cross section of 
calamity, this has its quotient of compassion as well as curiosity, and women may very 


well like it. 
May 19 


Simenon, Georges THE FIRST BORN Reynal & — 
2.0 
A total recapitulation of a French scandal in which a Simenon skeleton is 
clothed with more flesh and blood than in previous books. Here, with the breaking of the 
Ferchaux monopoly in Ubangi territory and its resultant financial empire,is the tempting 
seduction and capitulation of one Michel Maudet to bondage, hatred and finally mrder, 
With the split between the Ferchaux brothers, Michel, who from the first has had to 
choose between his wife and the fortune the older brother Dieudonne, promised,gladly aban- 
dons his wife to accompany Dieudonne on his flight from justice. Refugeed to the Pana- 
manian zone, Dieudonne's hold on Michel is weakened by the boy's physical and maturing 
desires, is strengthened by the many hints of Michel's promised security. When an Ameri- 
can woman's passing fancy lifte Michel's hopes, it is then that he realizes freedom is 
obtainable, and, after doubt, fear and distrust, he is at last ready to take a fateful 
etep- and go scot-free. A three-rather than previously one-dimensional portrait of the 
peculiar psychological and temperamental twists that Simenon has made particularly his own, 


May 21 


Loughlin, David HELIX Harper 
: $2.50 ~ 
A novel that deals- almost exclusively- with mer and machines, and which, in 
ite preoccupation with technical terms, engineering lingo, and Union vernacular is on 
the whole practically unintelligible to the ordinary reader. This concentrates on Paul 
Jessup from his licensing by the U. S, Bureau of Marine Inpsection & Navigation to his 
death on a C-1 and the interim of life with those closely allied with him in a smll, | 
exacting world. There is the uncertainty of the officers raised in the old wrench- | 
pushing tradition as against the surety of the younger men in their high pressure jobs; 
there is the respect of the book-wise for the savvy and kmow-how experts; and Jeasup, 
inexperienced, fails when he takes over the high pressure steam turbines of the ‘Cape 
Harting, goes AWOL, and returning to redeem himself, dies in his last stand of duty. 
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A certain brutal realism, a sensitive feel for machines and ships, this is for a.condi- 
tioned, mechanically-minded male audience, still curious about specialized accounts of 
the war on the cargo front, 


May 22 


Newby, P, H, AGENTS AND WITNESSES Doubleday 
| $2 50 7 

The publishers feel this is a more saleable book than its predecessor, 4 Journey 
to the Interior (sce 1946-P, 394), which was a rather tantalizingly almost good story 
of the Near East, Thie again takes a setting, rather bizarre and remote from the normal, 
en island called Sanlikos in the Mediterranean, where the postwar period finds an odd 
assortment of varying nationals - and revolution ripe. The central character is « rest- 
less young architect, Pierre, who envies his superior Pirelli, and who tries to envision 
himself as the real head architect locally. He gets himself involved on the fringes of 
civil unrest through the daughters of tis neighbor, Mrs. Keate- has a mild affaire, 
from which he escapes, with one daughter, while the other is tied up with the abortive 
revoluticn staged by her boss, the newepape: editor, and his mentor, the scn of Soureili 
Pasha, of dublous past, There's a bit of side excursion in the story of Dr. Pegia, 
unhappy malaria specialist, who does away with himself when he finds his goal receding, 
As a matter of fact, nothing projected in the story comes to a head- it's all rather 
amorphous and confused, and told on the surface of exaggeration, caricature, if you will, 
of the Norman Douglas, Souti wind genre, And yet one is still conscious of an elusive 
sort Of charm in the author's style and conveying of mood, 


Kersh, Gerald 3 PREIUDE TO A CERTAIN NIGHT mp 

| b2 .50 

Once again superb writing - and an elusive theme, Gerald Kersh can write as 

few of his contemporaries write; but he writes on themes that lack appeal for the average 
reader, To be sure, in the process of his story - now as before - he gives one a sense 
of being taken right into the mood, the tempo, the atmosphere of his tale, if, at the 
end, one has a sense of dissatisfaction, incompleteness, The scene is London, beginning 
with the present but shifting back to 25 years ago, when "the Bar Bacchus was one of the 
three most popular meeting places", This is the story behind its death,- a grim story 
told with an odd, almost light, detachment, a story without an end in the ordinary sense, 
A child has been raped and strangled in the fog and there is no clue to the criminal, 
Habituees of the Bar discuss the crime endlessly; one person decides to do something about 
it, and, in her bungling, emateur way starts an investigation, then stages a party of some 
sixty people, one of whom she is convinced is guilty. She gets her guests tight and the 
Murderer - with whom the readers have lived for part of the story - comes to the point of 
confession, his sense of drama overcoming his caution, But circumstances shift the focus 
from him - the moment passes, And again, the next day, he is almost trapped, by an odd 
incident of a vague, suspicious, little woman who shows her cards but lets the chance 
slip by, so that the last threat to his freedom vanishes, 


Wodehouse, P, G, FULL MOON ee 

A typical tangle of Wodehousian worlds, when two romances are enjoined, and 
family, financial, social and personal problems are involved, Once again Freddy Threep~ 
wood (now married to an American and American indoctrinated- he can think on. his feet 
and get constructive ideas) madly circulating on a dangerous perimeter as he endeavors 
to get his cousin Veronica married to Plimsoll, an American millionaire, to side with 
his cousin Prudence in her desire to marry Blister, and as he fights to protect his mari- 
tal status in keeping his wife's necklace, and placating his dog-biscuit-making American 
father-in-law, And again, vague, woedenheaded, veer, Lord Emsworth, and his Blandings 
estate, his seductive pig, the Empress of Blendings, his relatives, all leading snobs, 
a superlative touch of elbow-bending, and a too-too real mental delusion, Forscoth- 
and forbear- but never forswear, 
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Raynolds, Robert PAQUITA Putnam 
$3.00 
Mildly picaresque, romantic and contemporary adventures of royalist-born Paquita, 
whose early desire to become a nun is contested by her father and her wily grandmother, 
and by her own 17 year old heart, A Mexico of 1809, the undercurrents of revolution 
against a tyrannical Spain, the element of change, these are the drops against which 
Paquita's ornamental adventures are set. There is her dedication to the Church which, 
in turning against Father Duero, confuses her, particularly when she has determined to be 
only a sister to soldier of Spain, Captain Manuel Gallegos, is especially attracted to an 
Indian revolutionary, Ramon, Through a series of pre- and Revolutionary incidents, Pa- 
quita learns her own mind, and is able to compromise between her heart and her conscience, 
A soothing blend of mannered, period pomp and circumstance, that contrasts romantic 
felicity and counterpotent hatred, that argues for the ignorant, and oppressed while fin- 
gering the trappings of high, diverting social comedy. Special. 





May 26 


Bushnell, Adelyn TIDE-RODE ee 
3.00 

Formfitting theatrics in the story of the Dows, a Maine family of the late 
1860's, Captain Caleb's sublime confidence is haunted by having his pursestringe held 
by a French mother; Delight, his wife, has learned how to handle her dominating, cock- 
sure husband} John, his son, desperately tries to get away from the sea, and young Mandy 
is not quite ready for love. When Caleb refuses to break off the marriage between Mandy 
and his First Mate, Merrifield, Delight turns against him, and it is a long time before 
Caleb learns that Merrifield's sadism on his wedding night has shocked Mandy into in- 
sanity, Delight's friendship with a doctor, trying to cure Mandy, breeds gossip; John 
learns to love the sea and finds romance with a French girl; and it is Caleb who melo- 
dramatically accomplishes Mandy's return to reason, A first novel of men of the sea and 
women at home, thie is at times dramatic, at other times too well stocked with all the 
ingredients of the fiction cabinet, Above par on rentals- though. 


May 27 5 


Barke, James THE WIND THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY : ee 
; 300 
The first of a trilogy on the life of Robert Burns, this ie written out of a 
thorough familiarity with Burns' poetry and letters, with scholarship, and also with a 
feeling for eighteenth-century Scotland, This first part is concerned with Robin's 
early youth! his father's upright ways, but unlucky attempts to farm a land which was 
either bog or rock; his scanty schooling; and Robin's early poems in the Scotch language 
which came “sweet to the tongue, dripping off like honey", his love for the lasses, 
Fictional biography at ite best, this recaptures much of the hardship- and the beauty- 
of his youth, with an authentic accent, But a market is questionable, 
oe oe 
Eddy, Roger THE RIMLESS WHEEL ~/ nn 
; 35.00 
An unassuming, if by now familiar, story of the boyhood-to-manhood years of 
Eben Osborne, the years of growth which are largely groping, the recurrent issues of con- 
formity and change, This too is a portrait of the sobriety, the severity, of a small 
New England commnity, of loneliness as Eben, orphaned, was sent to live with two old 
women in the old house which had once seen better days when Eben's grandfather had owned 
the local lumber mill, Here is the slowly changing pattern of his days, of his school- 
ing, hie first adolescent adventure with Alice, his hope of one day reclaiming his grand- 
father's mill from Alice's father, his idleness, his inertia, and finally the love affair 
with Rusty which impels him into the outside world. Adequate. 
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Sylvester, Harry MOON GAFFNEY 7 Holt 
$2.75 

Less attractive than Dayspring (Appleton-Century, 1945) or Dearly Beloved 
(Duell, Sloan & Pearce-1941), this again attacks- if more aggreseively- the complex, 
conflicting influence of the Roman Catholic Church and is a sharp scoring of its pride- 
ful power, its hypocrisy, its intolerance of other faiths and races, Moon Gaffney, 
brought up in the parental faith and in the parental pattern of Tammany politics, has 
his hope of winning the nomination for assemblyman. But influenced by some of his li- 
beral friends (tagged as Communists by the Catholics) Moon deviates from accepted con- 
cepts and his prospective career, With his father's death, Moon is turned down by 
Tammany, turned out by the Church, left to an uncertain future. Story interest, charac- 
ter detail are subdued here to a portrayal largely of institutions, issues, types, The 
general reader appeal is negligible, 



































May 29 


King-Hall, Magdalen THE LOVELY LYNCHES eyes 
2.19 
Report repeeted from page 607 of the 12/1/46 bulletin- when scheduled for 
February, as follows: "As Cleone Knox, Magdalen King-Hall wrote jicry of a Young Lady 
nf Fashion back in 1926; last year she publishe? Jife and Jedth of the Wicked Lady 
Skelton, Now comes another panel of 18th century sistory to explore, Here are the 
irish beauties, Dorothea and Jenny, of Cabra House, Waterford, who follow Dublin con- 
quests with triumphs in London, and through marriage become reigning hostesses, Jenny's 
jealous, cold husband drives her into another's arms; Dorothea shares her Charles with 
his actress-mistrese; both continue their royal progress in France. With Jenny's death 
Dorothea concentrates her love on her daughter, only to lose her in the Reign of Terror, 
but she is herself able to return to safety in her husband's love and the careers of 
her remaining children...Genuine affection for the period and a feeling for young ladies 
of fashion characterize this credible, satin-backed historical romance." 


May ?? 


Forrest, Felix C, : : RIA Duell, Sloan & “ar 
«19 
An oblique, fragmentary return to the past as Ria Regardie Brown, now a widow 
of this war and a victim of a neurotic crippling of her arm, retraces reluctantly a 
childhood in Germany, an experience there too painful for deliberate recall, Through 
her memories of others, and theirs of her, a summer spent at Bad Christi is brushed in, 
the strange household of the once noble Brautigams, and in particular Carlo Brautigam, 
believed mad by many but specially protected by Ria- then fifteen, Gradually the focus 
of reflections is tightened to the experience of an afternoon when Carlo, unbalanced by 
his rejection by another girl, is failed by Ria as she returns too late to find him seek- 
ing an outlet in the slaughter of his cat...A strange story, not without symbolical 
allusion and heightened by the indirect device of narration, this is quite limited in 


appeal, 
Valbeck, Michael . HEADLONG FROM HEAVEN M, S, Fogo 
myo ee 
When Mr. Branken accidentally shoots his secretary, it is hie wife, Wanda, who 
does the covering up, persuades him into silence, and it is she who does not hesitate to 
murder when the resulting blackmail becomes too loathsome, Mr. Branken turns to drink for 
escape, while Wanda determines to win back an old lover, She at last realizes her failure 
and does not balk at killing again, Chained to a private hell, the Brankens' life to- 
gether is ruined, their spirit is shattered by their enforced companionship. Just as the 
last links are joined by the Deputy Commissioner, the Brankens’ hysteria rises to a fatal 
end. South African setting for a story of some power, of moral cravens, 
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McDonald, Robert THE DIVINE TENEMENT Reynal & sie 
15 

A first novel, this doesn't get too far, and presents in caricatural comedy 
Mike Mooney's bar on Third Avenue, ite habitues, and its discoverer, Clarissa Yearling, 
a middlewesterner's spoiled darling now idling away time at the Art Students League. 
Clarissa sete up her easel at Mike Mooney's, makes it her Montmartre, participates in 
neighborhood activities much of which concerns the purchase of an old house by the eccen- 
tric Noble Clay and Mark Wending, its elaborate reconversion into a "divine tenement", 
and the end of that project with a free for all open house..,.Humor which is largely 


exaggeration and only minimally entertaining. 
TARDY TWOSOME 


Winner, Percy DARIO Harcourt, _ 
| : 290 

Minor Machiavellian ground plan, in this semi-fictional account of the fluc- 
tuations of one power-seeking Italian's career, as known to an American newspaperman, 
The author, through a stunt interview, becomes a sometimes confidante of Duvolti, whose 
veerings in Italian political history mark the opportunist, the weak link in the chain 
of progress, From a political illiterate who is driven by power, Duvolti displays his 
potent exhibitionism, his mistakes and political blunders, his small awards growing to 
larger, his sources of power, his double plays that secure his personal insurance of 
future safe berths. He makes his way through the years in which Fascism rises, the 
war brings faith, then doubt, and the aftermath of escape into Commniem.., A tracing 
of the luxury of inconsistency, of subtleties, indirections, this is a pinpoint fixing 
of contemporaneous men and ideas in personal recall, (3/27) 


Hesse, Hermann : STEPPENWOLF Holt 
$2.75 


Nobel 1946 Prize (which was published here in 1929 and which in republishing 
hae overlooked the stigma of the printed "nigger" in the text) that, except for the 
implications and symbolism read into it, will scarcely appeal to the wide reading public, 
Through the latter days, in memoirs, of Haller who believes himself a dual personality, 
is reflected the monstrous, lonely, genius for suffering, is previsioned the trend to- 
wards Nazism, is documented the suicidal tendencies of the times. As Steppenwolf sha- 
dows the inward death of Haller, as fantasy footnotes factual existence, as male and 
female, incident and dream emphasize Haller's last desperate search, there is the 
underlining of homeless intellect, the causes and the meaning of the terror of the years 
after the last war, An impressionistic, sometimes almost Dali-esque preview of things 
to come, particularly interesting in the light of what has happened, (3/17) 


PERSECUTION, PROSECUTION 
April 14° 


Schofield, William G, PAYOFF IN BLACK Macrae-Smith 
$2.00 


Black marketeering in Italy, with the selling of American currency- illegally- 
implicating Colonel Drew, head of Drew chemicals, who hires Nick Farrelly, formerly OSS, 
to investigate. Nick proceeds from mrder to international intrigue, gets personally 
involved with Carla, a racketeer's girl, and eventually shoots the situation through, 
Active, certainly- too imaginative too, 
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May 21 


Smith, Shelley COME AND BE KILLED Harper 
$2.50 

The chronology of a criminal career in the making and in action, this relates 
the murdere committed by Violet Russell; in the past as she did away with her father and 
a paying guest who peid off better with their final departure, and in the present as she 
kills half-dotty Miss Florence Brown for her savings account, Miss Brown's sister, Phoebe, 
and police inspector Johnson, put a stop to this. A British setting and style which is 
simulated- and fairly drab at that. | 


May 22 


Hagen, Miriam-Ann PLANT ME NOW | — 
| 00 
».. and dig me later" as a coestbound train, carrying a special tour, witnesses 
the killing of one of its passengers, the related suicide of a woman in Reno, Hepcats 
Janie and Jimmy apply the full jive jargon tc the situation of a remarriage, a broken 
marriage, the entanglement of a Reno gambler, ended by a third, thwarted attempt to kill, 
For those that dig, natch, but for others, the sending's not too solid. 


Rutledge, Nancy THE PREYING MANTIS w= 
2.00 
Hang-overs and ons of totalitarianism with the preying mantis ita symbol, 
as Curtis Hilton probes the death of his cousin, Doug, the curious conduct of his widow, 
blind, blonde and beautiful, which culminates in e double kidnapping, is closed as Cur- 
tis puts down another Nazi uprising. Circumstantial, often confueing, but a Crime Club 
selection and serialized in the American, _ 


Morgan, Michael NINE MORE LIVES : Random re 
5 Vv $2.50 
Novelty in gent out to justify his innocence, as Hollywood stunt man, Bill 
Ryan, uses his engineering precision to outsmart a tag for murder, Bloodhounded by 
It. Sam Walmers of Hollywood homicide, for a fix on killing a blonde, Ryan, no one's 
fool, hides out with another luscious to clear himself, A complete roller-coaster, 
one jump from the pulps- shrill thrill maker, 


May 23 
Holding, Elisebeth Sanxay THE BLANK WAIL Simon & mero , 
2.50 
Again a very special study in crime, bordering on the tour de force, this is 


the story of correct and commonplace Lucia Holley, as she becomes inevitably entangled 

in circumstances alien to her life, violates every principle to save family face, Trying 
to protect her daughter from s rounder, Ted Darby, Lucia finde Darby's body in her boat- 
house, again to protect her father disposes of the body, sees an innocent man scheduled 
for the chair, herself thc victim of blackmail, Winning the affection of blackmailer 
Donnelly, she sacrifices him as she involves him in a second mrder, escapes while he 
paye the full penalty. A clever contrast of ordinary lives- extraordinary events, 


Huggins, Roy TOO LATE FOR TEARS . | ‘ee 
| 50 
The female of the species at her deadliest, this follows the conscienceless 
career of Jane Palmer, begun when 4 suitcase worth many thousand is tossed in Jane and 
Alan's car, continued when Jane- to keep the mmey in spite of Alan, plans and executes 
his death, kills again, escapes with the mmey to face reprisal in Mexico. Glossy, 
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Snow, Edgar RUSSIA MUST HAVE PEACE Random Hougg, og 24 
$2. 
a A great many people whose views oppose those of Edgar Snow nonetheless acknowl- 





edge the validity of his argument, the soundness of his factual content, the readability 
of his text. Russia Must Have Peace is primarily that material which appeared in four 
articles in the Saturday Evening Post. The foreign editor of the Post, Martin Sommers, 
contributes an introductory section in which he states that the overruling of Roosevelt's 
and Marshall's determination on a Channel coast invasion in 1943 has resulted in Soviet 
Russia now calling the tune in Europe - insuring themselves against encirclement,forcing 
U.S. troops to face Russians ir Korea, and recognizing mutual fear and distrust. He feels 
that in fifteen years Russia will be ready for war if we have not meantime “waged peace". 
We must unify our foreign policy, inform ourselves on Russia, inform Russia about us. 
Snow's little book contributes to that end. He starts by analyzing problems of seman- 
tics- definitions- understanding of terms and ideologies, and gives examples on both 
Soviet Russia's and America's sides. He shows too some points of encouragement in 
Soviet acceptance of the principle of international cooperation. de discusses some of 
the gaps in information that breed misunderstanding. He discusses the differences of 
interpretation of reparations, credits, alliances, expansion, oil monopolies, elections- 
on both sides fomenting distrust. Obligations again involve a matter of definition. 

Some of the statements about MacArthur will stir up resentment in certain quarters. And 
some of his lucid presentation of how things look to "Ivan" will prove disturbing and 
convincing. His conclusion is that Russia must have peace. She is weaker than she 
acknowledges and the cost of the war was staggering. But she fears a world "Pax Ameri- 
cana’ so conceals her weakness, and fights for compromises. We both have an investment 
in peace. America must shoulder the responsibility of world power, of collective secur- 
ity, by coordinating political, economic and national security. The final pages outline 
specific recommendations. A short book- but one that packs a punch, and backs it with 
solid facts and sound reason. 
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Fischer, John WHY THEY BEHAVE LIKE RUSSIANS Harper 
$2.75— 
This report is repeated from page 633 of the December 15th bulletin when it 
carried the title- THE SCARED MEN IN THE KREMLIN. It is now a Book of the Month Co- 
selection for May. " * Here's an excellent book to supply many of the missing links 
in our comprehension of the Soviet picturg, a book which has a dispassionete, balanced 
judgment, compared- for example- with the new Lauterbach book (see page 614). The author 
as a representative of UNRRA had an opportunity to move around freely and to see Russ- 
ians divorced from the politcal encumbrances and the restrictions of the press. His 
data was accumulated largely in the Ukraine and for the people with whom he dealt he has 
great respect. He found the Ukrainians not unlike the Texans, people who do things in 
a big way. He paints a tragic picture of vast losses, and believes it will take a decade 
to rebuild Russian homes and industries to mset the common needs, that war would be an 
impossibility. But while talk of war is in the air, he feels it imperative that we keep 
strong militarily. His explanation for the continuation of Russian forces in European 
countries is partially due to the fear- one amon many- on the part of the Kremlin of 
what might happen were these men brought back to the shortages, the deprivations of the 
ae home front. Only in a worldwide depressions does he fee) that the growth of the Commun- 
ist ideology, the danger from Communist propayande, is a “actor to fear. He appraises 
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the fears of the Russian leaders, and understands while he dces not condone, This de- 
tachment along with this understanding is what gives his revealing bcok its balance, 
There's excellent material here ~@m the training of the young Ccommnists; of theirrelig- 
lous zeal for the party, of how the Soviet political system functios, He discusses 

the agriculturists, who have lost independence but prospered under a collectivist system. 
He discusses the growing prestige cf the church, and the power of the secret police, 
Exceedingly interesting ventas from a well-informed source," 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
Aprtt-t6é 3/4 


Croy, Homer CORN COUNTRY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$3.69 50 

Again a member of the American Folkways Series, if more informally so, this 
is less deliberately organized, openly enthusiastic regional report by a native san, 
Here is the corn belt, which extends over a number of states, from the time of ite 
early settlers who were the victims of murder, Indians, ard cholera,- who put up a 
stiff fight against the sod, Here were the practices and penalties of living in these 
parts, from squatting and claim jumping, to horse thieving, homesteading, rainmaking, 
hog calling, ccrn husking, well-digging, grasshopper plagues, famine and drought, with 
special words about a few cf its famous- Abraham Linccln, Dvorak, Henry Wallace, John L, 
Lewis, and Jessie Shambaugh who started the 4-H clubs... A lively, indigenous touch for 
rather sporadic regional history and commentary- this is easily read, 


April 17 


Halle, Louis, Jr, SPRING IN WASHINGTON William oe 
3.75 

As monitor of the seasons, the author writes of world and weather in Washington 
in the Spring of 1945. A naturalist's diary, of the many, often dramatic manifestations 
of the change of the year, The migrant birds, the nuances of the weather, the explora- 
tory trips to shore, river, basin and creek, the joyous discoveries, the exceptional 
qualities that marked the’ transitions - these capture the passing moments with clarity 
and intense delicht. Caught "when the government wasn't looking" they have the feel of 
confinement escaped, of routine lost, and take stock of much that ordinary eyes and 
intereste miss, Detailed observation is enhanced by the perfection of Francis Lee Jaques 
illustrations and the whole is, in its many digressions and often wry commentary, an out- 
door book of special value. 


Aprii-24- 


Goodman, Paul FRANZ KAFKA: HIS PRAYER bear 3 
3.00 
A psychological, religious, literary analysis that interprets the strength and 
especially the weaknesses of Kafka's writings. Investigating the aphorisms and quota- 
tions to develop the line of Kafka's thinking and spiritual content, the book continues 
to research in his other works, for the meaning of his images, arguments, and phreses and 
to press the analogy of his personal plight and the transference of it to his booke, 
Controversial in its attitude and extremely persoal in its interpretatim, this contra- 
dicts, and sometimes clarifies, Brod's intimate biography franz Kafka (Schocken , P,89) 
and provides explanatory comment for an important writer. 
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April 27 


Proehl, Carl w.- &d. THE FOURTH MARINE DIVISION IN WORLD WAR II Infantry a geo 

: 5.00 

A commemorative volume for the Fourth Marine Division (and 32,000 copies will 

be distributed gratuitously to ite members) this follows- in word and picture- the war 

record of this division, With opening phctographe of commanding officers, citation re- 

cipients, this continues to the Central Pacific where the main stroke against Japan was 

dealt, where the 4th fought at Roi-Namr, Saipan, Iwo Jima and Tinian, An In Memoriem 
roll of honor closes the volume... A souvenir album for members of this group- and 


families, 


April-28— sh 
Putnam, Samel PARIS WAS OUR MISTRESS Viking 
$3.00 
* This is mech more than a Left Bank record- it is autobiography, it is a criti- 


cal appraisal, and highlights the background of the new American school of writers, from 
the Chicago group to the start of the flow towards Paris, It is chatty, anecdotal- a 
collection of pen sketches, vignettes and profiles of leading figures, American, Mmglish, 
and French, writers largely, but artists as well, Here was that decade, 1922-1933, in 
Montparnasse and Montmartre,- the figures who made literary history then, Gertrude Stein, 
Elliott Paul, Ernest Hemingway, Ezra Pound, Elliot, Joyce, Ford Madox Ford, Aldington, 
and Ehrenburg, Cocteau, Aragon, Derain, Picasso, Pirandello, A very distinguished side- 
light on the passing literary scene, perceptive, humorous, entertaining, written by a 
critic and editor who was one of the group of which he writes, 


May 7 


McCune, Wesley THE NINE YOUNG MEN yee 
3 3.90 

A journalistic, disjointed, telescoped view of the nine Supreme Court appoint~ 
ments of Roosevelt and Truman, and a review of the rejuvenated Court’s opinions, written 
by a layman for the laymen, The Time correspondent alternates chapters on the Justices, 
their personal and legal biographies, with chapters on the Court's jurisprudence since 
1936, its majority opinions, dissents, concurrences and reversals, Judicial history is 
considered in its major phases- labor legislation, religious liberty, economic royalisnm, — 
interstate commerce, civil liberties, etc. And each Justice is considered in terms of | 
his position in the Court, his voting record, his famous opinions or dissents, his work | 
in the specialized phase of the law, In addition the author sketches in the influence 
of Brandeis, Cardoza, Hughes, Byrnes, Holmes, on the present Justices, the background 
of the Jackson-Black feud, the brains behind the Court reorganization plan. A problem 
in condensation and construction, the book is not helped by Mr. McCune's Timestyle 
and chapter headings such as "Justice Tempered With Marphy"- but is a fairly sound 
overall history of the present Court, 


May rs frau R14 


Mbonu Ojike I HAVE TWO COUNTRIES John Day — 
92-75 22 


Author of My Africa writes of his years in the United States, from 1939 when 
as a student from Nigeria he enrolled at Lincoln University, Philadelphia. His report 
on his response to culture, climate and customs, his description of educational routines 
at other universities, of "balancing the Budget" are near pathos, personal revelations, 
From campus troubles there are his ambitions to explain his country to us, his lecturing, 
articles and first book, which in turn led him into trouble with the draft board, his 
schools, and in his travels, with local mores, His final findings, indicating our 








a6 
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“favorable trends' and making the U.S. a second country, underline his world-mindedness., 
Intensely personal, stranger~in-our-midst accounting, which not only as the successor to 
Hy Africa but om its own, is new-perspective reading on our own country. 


Meay-8 6/14 


Twan Yang , HOUSEBOY IN INDIA John Day * 
$B 75-366 
The autobiography of half-Tibetan, half-Chinese Twan Yang, this has a certain 
charm of gravity, of natvete, and is an unpretentious self-portrait, Early orphaned, 
Twan Yang fell to cruei adoptive parents, was sent out as a youngster as a houseboy 
(which always involved pots and pans , and baby care) to a variety of families, English, 
Sikh, Muslim, until he came to work for Dutch Mr, Van Manen, There he served with devo~ 
tion "the kindly Master who taught him to read and write, who supervised- in loco parentis- 
his marriage to a Tibetan girl from Darjeeling, who helped him write this book- but did 
not live to see its publicatim, As much sympathy as the humility, the simplicity here 
enlists, one still cannot but question an American audience, Illus, with sketches, 


May 12 


Ashburn, Col. P.M. THE RANKS O}F DEATH Coward~McCann 
7 $5.00 

An interrelation of disease to the conquest of America as it was introduced by 
this country's various invaders, this offers little that is new except in the angle of 
approach used, and ie largely a rather dull description of the various diseases which 


. became prevalent. The struggle between the red man and the white, with the importation 


of the Negro bringing in dysentery, smallpox, intestinal worms, malaria and yellow fever. 
The slow killers, starvation and scurvy; the more violent pox, measles, typhus; the most 
widespread malaria, jellowjack, dengue; the respiratory diseases, intestinal infections 
and syphilis- the “kiss of death",, Certainly not for a professional medical audience, 
and almost as certainly not for the lay members, 


May 15 


Tindall, Wiliiam York FORCES IN MODERN BRITISH LITERATURE rig 
900 
There's a vast amount of scholarship behind this appraisal of the forces that 
have molded modern British literature, from the romantic decadence of Pater and Wilde, 
to the French symbolists from whom Eliot and Joyce derived; the "little magazines", from 
the Yellow Book t© Horizon; the forces of the Left, the Right, of disenchantment, fantasy, 
realism, symboliem and imagism, etc. Poetry, the theatre, biography , essays, fiction, 
satire, al] are assayed in relation to each of the dominant forces Tindall sees exempli- 
fied in modern writing, Not a book for the student seeking an overall of 20th century - 
literature, but for readers who have read widely, this should serve to correlate and 
clarify. The relatively casual reader will find confusion in the array of names, in the 
assumption of familiarity with writers many of whom are virtaully forgotten today. An 
important book for college libraries. 


Wright, Jeanne THE WEDDING BOOK einer 
. s »00 
Intended for the intended, this is a guide to correct procedure from the engage- 
ment through the wedding. Setting the date and planning the time, social functions atten- 
dant with the engagement, invitations and announcements, types of ceremonies~ religious, 
militery and civil-, the participants and their obligations, the trousseau of the bride 
and for the household, the reception, flowers, menus, etc, and a suitable budget for all 
this. At the ond is a section in which you may record your wedding... With some senti 
mental touches, this introduces you to all the forms ani niceties, and the price indi- 
cates that it will be a fency piece of bookmaking. 
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Chamberlain, Henriqueta WHERE THE SABIA SINGS Macmillan 
$3.00 
* Memoirs of growing up in a land with no color discrimination, this daughter of 


Protestant missionary parents describes Brazil in persmal, intimate terms. She makes 
very real the clash of two cultures as she explores local superstitions, neighbors’ and 
servants' lives, and as- without her parente' knowledge- she decides against being an 
American because of her love for Brazil and its people. There are colorful details of 
missionary life in Receife, Bahia, Rio, Sao Paulo, in the interior and on the coast, in 
all types cof homes and districts, in all manner of domestic and social incidents, There 
is Father, and his evangelical call; Mother, with her clarity of vision; and the author 
herself as religion, background and family all combine to intensify her love for Brazil. 
There is her romance with Jaime which college in the U.S. finished, the exciting court- 
ship by a bandit and a village political boss..., There is charm without coyness, and 
this has no relation to the quaint-parents, cute-episodes type of recall, but is an 


honest, revealing autobiographical account, 


lendes, Ruth THE CITY OF WOMEN se — 
3.00 


An anthropologist, particularly concerned with the Negro, Ruth Landes stayed 
for a time in Brazil's Bahia, of which this book is an account, descriptive rather than 
scientific, Here she witnessed the various aspects, social and religious, of cadomble, 
the cult (part African, part Catholic) which dominates the life of the Brazilian Negro 
with vigor, with pageantry. Here, although a white woman, she met the priestesses of 
the temple, the powerful Menininha, chief priestess, watched the rites and ritual, cere- 
monials and cures, dances and festivals, until her final expulsion from Brazil by the 
police... A visual, sympathetic record of this particular cult, necessarily circum- 


scribed in interest, 


Wilkin, Robert N. ETERNAL LAWYER jllay 4 Macmillan 
$2.75 


An elevated biography of Cicero, that emphasizes his personal, governmental, 
legal and social philosophy. Of primary interest to lawyers, this surveys his ideals of 
legal practice, his experiences in jurisprudence, his career as prosecutor, judge and 
orator. Though it does not slight the human side of ‘his life, indicating the crises, 
the effectsof political changes, the influence of men and events, it is essentially a 
professional book, in which legal parallels of Roman days are related to current happen- 
ings. For lawyers, however, a fresh interpretation of an old master, 


May 21 
Loveridge, Arthur TOMORROW'S A HOLIDAY Harper 


$3.50 00. 


An unassuming (often impersonal), leisurely transcription of a safari, as the 
Curator of Harvard's Museum of Comparative Zoology spent eight months wandering in the 
Tanganyika Territory collecting many, and many unfamiliar specimens, Here are his 
successful searches for bats, galagos, flying squirrels, buffalo and man-eating croco- 
diles, hawk moths and hawk eagles, sea cows and chameleons, lizards and scorpion, bat- 
eared foxes and aquatic cobras, python and geckos. This is the pursuit of a profession 
often dangerous, though the dangers are underplayed, in an account which if modest- is 
also somewhat milder than his last-Many Happy Days I've Squandered. For the Sanderson 


market, if not as distinguished, 
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May 22 


Machnic, Helen AN INTRODUCTION TO RUSSIAN LITERATURE er = 
3,00 
By a professor at Smith College, this is a study- with illustration- of the 
great period of Russian literature, the traits “serious, critical, and at once passion- 
ate, aloof" which have produced her art. Here, in a development more sudden and violent 
than in other countries, is the break from the folk literature to the 19th century when 
with a realism both dynamic and detached, Russian writing came into its own. Here are 
the works of Pushkin, Gogol, Turgenev, Dostoevsky, Tolsky and Chekov who closed the 
century, in studies which are briefly biographical, largely concerned with the literary 
and philosophic placement of these writers, their interrelation, and their expression of 
national character... Intelligent interpretation, rather than subtle critique, this is 
a balanced objective introduction to this field of letters particularly suited for 
study and reference, 


Roberts, Kenneth & Anna M,- MOREAU DE ST, MERY'S AMERICAN JOURNEY Doubleday 
Eds. & Trans. by prepob. 4 y $5.00 


A work never before available in English, this should provide scholars and 
students of early America with source material of inestimable value, Actually, for the 
general reading public, it will have curiosity value chiefly, certainly not literary 
value, Moreau de St. Mery was continually brought to Kenneth Roberts’ attention during 
his background work forLlydia Bailey. He was a French native of San Domingo, called him- 
self a “creole”, He spent many of his adult years in France, was one of the prominent 
revolutionaries before the Terror, escaped just in time to America, This book is a 
translation of the diary kept during the five years spent here, of which he left a very 
detailed and critical record, and where he found mch to criticize, Keenly observant, 
inquiring, his own personal experiences will be of less interest than his view of life 
in the last decade of the 18th century in Norfolk, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, 


May 23 


White, Charles D, HANDBOOK OF SAILING Crowell 
200 

Essentials of seamanship for teacher-pupil, solo or classes, this PB in 
from beginners to racing, navigation, etc., from ordinary seamen certificates to able sea- 
man and mate ratings. Based on actual yacht club lessons, this starts with the selection 
of the boat, the basic structure and parte of boats, and ende with yacht etiquette and 
emergencies, In the logical order of things, there is the grounding in fundamental in- 
formation, the instruction in boat handling, nautical terminology, definite do's and 
dont's, and an overall background for all three stages of sailing, Ready and waiting 
for the summer's sailors. Illustrated by the author, 


Perez, luis | EL COYOTE THE REBEL Prag 
ofD 
The autobiography of a Mexican who at 11 was a soldier in the Mexican rebel 
army, who on graduation from Hollywood High School became an American Citizen, The way 
between saw him twice a deserter, twice reinstated, and finally achieving en honorable 
discharge, Then cotton picking in Arizona, and attempts to get an American education 
took him from Albuquerque to California where his schooling became emotionally entangled, 
first with a missionary, later with tantalizing Dolores, A life history not without a 
certain grim humor, unconscious drama, this picture of a boy soldier who. "fought" in 
two battles, in the state of Sonora, who learned the hard way to become an American, and 
who managed, in spite of cruelty, poverty, to land right side up, has the appeal of 
direct, simple narration, Mexican impassiveness gives the account an unstressed quality 
and a distinctive touch, The Leo Politi illustrations are forceful. 
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May 23 


Lieb, Frederick G, THE BOSTON RED SOX ye 
35.00 
The ups and downs of one of the great baseball teams of all times, Boston has 
always been known as a great baseball town, from the start of baseball, and back in 1869 
had a championship team, This is the story of the Red Sox with their many American 
League championships and winning of the world series, until 1946 when the underdog St, | 
Louis Cardinale won. Full of dramatic victories, of great ball players like Speaker, } 
Joe Wood, of great managers like Carrigan and Joe Cronin.... Another baseball book 
that shows that baseball is big business as well as America's favorite sport. 
| 


Hervey, John THE AMERICAN TROTTER Coward~McCann » <> 
$6200 /- | 

An exhaustive history of the Standard-bred horse and harness racing, this is a | 

sizeable piece of work, in popular presentation, recording in one volume the principal 

body of facts about this sport and its participants: With an historical introduction 

to horses of the ancfent world, Hervey, an authority, goes on to present the American 

pacer, the phenomenal progenitor Peter the Great, the many famous horses and breeders 

to follow, the formation of trotting horse standards, the theories of breeding and 

bloodlines, etc. The appendix lists the tabulated pedigrees, and there will be photo- 

graph illustrations, Definitive, for the fancier as well as follower of the sport. 


May7T b/s 


Carroll, Consolata PRAY LOVE, REMEMBER a. Farrar, ee 
3.00 
A collection of short stories which form the thinly disguised memoirs of a 
sweet and happy childhood and the wholesome tribulations of an Irish Catholic family 
of up-state New York at the turn of the century. Here is the friendliness, and harmless 
gossip of a small town, the excitement and minor mishaps of a young bride, the innocence 
and curiosity of a child, the gaiety and activity of a big family- remembered by a 
gentle and serene mind, Written by a Catholic nun, the succession of episodes center 
around her, and the naivete and charm lift these pieces above the ordinary, Fora 
conservative, as well as religious market, 


Andreas-Friedrich, Ruth BERLIN UNDERGROUND a 
3.00 
This supplies the human side of the cold, factual report made by Dulles in 
his book- Germany's Underground (page 146), Where Mr. Dulles gives the broad outlines 
of organization, personnel, achievements and failures of the German underground, Miss 
Andreas-Friedrich tells her readers what it was like to be an anti-Nazi in Berlin 
between 1938 and 1945, This is an actual story of personal experience in diary form, 
Through its pages you get the feel of an atmosphere of terror, restriction, surveillancse- 
of numberless people afraid to speak out and not strong enough to impose their silences- 
and yet inviting discovery and terrific reprisals in order to help their Jewish friends, . 
to issue underground leaflets, to flaunt messages on walls, to sabotage machinery, to 
keep in touch with the truth through secret radio listening posts. One gets a sense of 
what is was like to live in a disintegrating city under bombing- while accepting the 
necessity as the sole way to defeat the Nazis, Fascinating and horrifying, and as with 
the Dulles' book, disheartening in the picture of the elimination of the forces- the 
leaders- in the underground, But at last this reveals the fact that the spirit of 
humanity survives among thousands of Germans who resisted from within the Reich, 
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May? (PT 


Capa, Robert SLIGHTLY OUT OF FOCUS Pi 
| 3.90 

The blithe, often brash, photo correspondent career of Robert Capa who was an 
outstanding war photographer of this war- who now makes the most of it in print. Hun- 
garian born, Capa got an overseas assignment from Collier's in the same mail with his 
notification to turn in his cameras an an enemy alien, Hotfooting it to high authori- 
ties, he alcoholically expedited hie visa to Mngland, there joined up with Quentin 
Reynolds who acted as special sponsor, en route did his famous pictures of the Battle 
of the Atlantic, This is the story of his action pictures in Africa, through the 
Sicilian Campaign, with the Invasion (this time for Life ) and on into Germany. On the 
side it's a closeup of correspondent concomitants, whiskey and poker, his love affair 
with Pinky, the Inglish girl, who eventually got tired of waiting for @ boy who just 
wouldn't settle down... The publishers have hopes of this as a Bill Mauldin successor; 
as such it is infinitely more concerned with personal, rather than the war's conduct~ 
is certainly lighter toned and self-centered, With 100 photographs, it will certainly 
make a very handsome book as his work is superb. 


3 y seg - G| 4 
| i 


Hoagland, Clayton THE PLEASURES OF SKETCHING ouTpoorS 4/6 » ns 
, 3.95 
Encouragement for the amateur artist, and/or the commen neophyte, emphasiz- 
ing the rewards of a hobby. Predicating the desire to draw as natural, normal, the 
author, an editorial writer and book reviewer on the Vew York Sun, gives an informal 
course in sketching, taking the reader from indoor practicing to landscape drawing. 
Not exhaustive, this nonetheless covers the principles and problems of outdoor sketch- 
ing, inexpensive and simple ways of equipment, perspective and pictorial composition, 
training the eye, improvement of style, etc, Fundamentals are illustrated by pertinent 
pictures, reproductions, and the whole is a lucid approach to a personally satisfactory 
hobby. Not as cajoling as Alger'sGet In There And Paint (Crowell) of last year, but 
in its way fulfills its purpose as well, 


Practically Published 


Storm, Colton & INVITATION TO BOOK COLLECTING R. R, Bowker _ 
Peckham, Howard ) $5.00 


Based on lectures given at the University of Michigan, this makes available 
to the amateur a very special science and satisfaction and is an able introduction to 
the theory, technique and tools of book collecting, What constitutes rarity, what 
motivates collecting (and its early history), what criteria you should follow whether 
in the collection of classics, Americana, incunabula, fine editions, illustrated ; 
editions, manuscripts, historical prints, maps, with closing chapters on the study of 
bibliography, on the buying and selling of rare books, etc. A book for standard and 
steady use, (Publ. ) 


Corle, Eiwin- £4. MERLE ARMITAGE DANCE MEMORANDA Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


$7 50 

Merle Armitage has produced a handsome collection of dance material, from 
personality sketches, anecdotes and biography, to an album of ballet, modern dancers,and 
a gallery of reproductions of statuary, drawings, etc., of ancient dance, of dance in 
abstract art, of decor and costumes. It makes an interesting contrast of old and new 
forms, of the rejuvenation of the medium, and the modern revolutions, The special sec-~ 
tion on persons deale with Duncan, Diaghileff, Nijinsky, Stravinsky, Pavlova, St. Denis 
& Shawn, with estimates by the author, 250 reproductions, from many collections and 
sources, this should have a distinct place in the art book field, 
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Winters, Yvor IN DEFENSE OF REASON ne 

4.00 

A fine volume of literary criticism which covers a broad field, American poetry 

and literature, Winters, if at times solem and overelaborate, is an original th‘..ker 
and has here produced a first-rate volume of critical essays, He approaches Edmnd 
Wilson, Conrad Aiken, even T. S. Eliot in his critical acumen, His point of view is 
distinctly his own, rationalistic, anti-romantic and anti-mystic, and he has a fine ear 
for poetic values, Wallace Stevens, Marianne Moore, Wiiliam Carlos Williams, he likes; 
Emerson calls forth his anger; Hart Crane he can tolerate; Poe is beneath contempt, All 
this is well-implemented criticism and thought provoking, if perhaps too personal, 
Students of American literature, poets, critics will read thie with interest, 


Commins, Saxe-fd.- SELECTED WRITINGS OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON Random pees 
5.00 
Novels, short stories, essays, travel, poems and ballads- with one exception=- 
complete... this is a selection based on the importance, variety and interest of Steven- 
son's writings, choosing the most characteristic in each field, The introduction by the 
editor is an extremely capable, physical and artictic biography, which evaluates the man 
and his work in honest terms, rather than in light of the Stevenson legend, Definitely 
an addition to modern libraries. 


fi ee ee. eS 


Bynner, Witter TAKE AWAY THE DARKNESS (Publ. ) Knopf - $2.75 
Hughes, Langston FIELDS OF WONDER (Publ, ) Knopf - $2.50 
Stevens, Wallace TRANSPORT TO SUMMER (Publ. ) Knopf = $2.50 


Certain signs of revival are shown in the new volume of verse by Wallace 
Stevens, /'ransport To Summer, which contains at least one very fine, important, and ar- 
resting poem by this well-lkmown writer, It is "Notes Toward A Supreme Fiction" - a 
highly philosophical, polished and elegant poem, The volume has many other interesting 
pieces by the frequently obscure, but always brilliant and witty poet, His work ~ even 
in its obscurity - gives off a marmoreal firmess that is impressive, Stevens has been 
called the poets’ poet here in America, His new volume will be welcomed by. all poets 
and poetry lovers, : 


Take Away The Darkness is a new collection of werse by Witter Bynner, The 
first third of the volume is devoted to poems of protest and indignation over the war 
and its concomitant ideologies, Bynner, of course, is a passionate liberal, The rest 
of the book contains scattered light verse, sometimes in the Chinese mode Bynner cares 
so much for, and sometimes in his own elegant but clever idiom, The cumulative impress~ 
ion of the volume is not very satisfactory. Bynner has not matured, and the total ef- 
fect is of carelessness, of superficiality, Perhaps nothing else could be expected from 
the early Bohemian point of view in which he flourished, His heart is in the right place 
but somehow more is demanded these days, However there mst still be a certain follow- 
ing for his work, 


Langston Hughes’ Fields Of Wonder is a new volume of poems in which there is 
a slight, fragil>, nostalgic charm. Hughes has worked out his own method of shortline 
versification; he is definitely a lyric poet, something rare in this day; but he lacks 
real skill or strength; the perfume of his Fields Of Wonder is faint, Those interested 
in the development of Negro poetry will read this as a part of the Negro contribution, 
but scarcely for itself. 


Mary S. Churchill, 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 



































Barnes 

Brown, H. Hammond - OUTDOORS UNLIMITED- from 3/? to 4/21 147 
Coward-McCann : 

Frost, Barbara- THE UNWELCOME CORPSE- from 4/28 to 4/14 12 

Sullivan, Alan- THE FUR MASTER- from 4/14 to 3/31 134 
John Day 

Hackett, Francis- ON JUDGING BOOKS- definite date 5/22 ag 

Ojike, M.- I HAVE TWO COUNTRIES- from 5/8 to 5/22 181 

Pratt & Moore- RUSSIA- from 4/10 to 4/24, . Price from $3.50 to $3.75 5 
Doubleday 

Heinsheimer, F.W,- MENAGERIE IN F SHARP- price from $2.75 to $2.50 153 
Harper 

Cooper, L.F.- SUMMER STRANGER- price from $2.50 to $2.75 622 

Erv., Susan~ MARY HALLAM- price from $2.50 to $2.75 43 

Rex ow & Black~ PRACTICAL PUBLIC RELATIONS- price is $4.00 617 

Mordecai, E.- £4. TOWARD WORLD PROSPERITY- from $5.00 to $5.50 588 
Ho*. 


Bayliss, Marguerite- EARTH EAGLES- This will be illustrated by Norman Reevee 140 
Longmans, Green 


(J) Peck, A.M.- THE PAGEANT OF MIDDLE AMERICAN HISTORY- from 4/23 to 3/26 4 
Michael S, Mill 
Linkister, J.L.- SHADOW FOR A LADY- from 3/26 to 4/16 46 
Morrow 
Cunningham, J.V.- THE JUDGE IS FURY- from 4/16 to 5/7 124 
Renault, M.- RETURN TO NIGHT- price from $2.75 to $3.00 108 
Putnam 
Aldis, Dorothy- DARK SUMMER- from 4/11 to 3/28 134 
Brockelman, C.- HISTORY OF THE ISIAMIC PEOPLES- from 4/25 to 5/28 54 
Caldwell, J.B.- INTRODUCING ALASKA- from 3/28 to 4/25 54 
Conway, A. & F,- THE ENCHANTED ISLANDS- from 4/11 to 3/28 Ai 
Hinshaw, David- EXPERIMENT IN FRIFNDSHIP- definite dete 4/1) 55 
Keith, Sir Arthur- EVOLUTION AND ETHICS- from 3/28 to 4/11 55 
Lieb, F.C.- THE BOSTON RED SOX- from 5/23 to 4/5 185 
Shelby, E.M.- BIRD DOG TRAINING- from 3/28 to 4/25 55 
Random House 
Freud, Sigmund- LEONARDO DA VINCI- from 3/31 to 4/10 147 
Parker, Dan~ THE ABC OF HORSE RACING- price from $2.00 to $2.50, There 
will be a paper edition at $1.00 117 
(J) Streatfeild, Noel- PARTY SHOES- price from $2.25 to $2.50. = from 4/? } 
to 5/22 4 


Whittlesey House 


Herron, Faward A.- ALASKA- from 4/16 to 5/? 617 

Leigh, Michael- COMRADE FOREST- from 4/28 to 5/? 136 

Pearson, Haydn S.- SUCCESSFUL PART-TIME FARMING- from 4/? to 5/9 151 
A, A. Wyn 


Friech, ©.R,- MEET THE ATOMS- from 3/19 to 3/31 26 





BULLETIN from 


aa Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Savice we 38 Bank Street | 
mem Om ne sea Ae ES A RG, 
April 1, 1947 
JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: -NO. 7 
In Collaboration Werth Nina Schneider 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Brown, Margaret Wise THE GOLDEN EGG BOOK Simon & Schuster 
with pictures by Leonard Weisgard $1.00 


# One of the best of the Big Golden Books - and tops in merchandise value, 
while at the same time the simple little story has very direct appeal, particularly 
for Easter seasonal sale, to any three-to-five year old. Stunning production with 
lavish color, and really beautiful illustrations - spot drawings with lots of white 
space to set them off - and elaborate decorative borders making the oval of an Easter 
egg. A very very simple little story of a bunny who wondered what was inside an egg 
and a duckling who wondered what the bunny was - and then of the bunny and the duck 
making friends. Hard surface glaze finish, for heavy board binding. (Publ.) 


READ ' ALOUD 


Rathbun, Helen K. EASTER SURPRISE Crowell 
Illus. ‘by Vera Neville $1.50 


A six to seven year old who likes to be read to, would enjoy this little 
girl's story of Easter flowers for mother, while a third grade child who can read to 
herself will find it to her liking, though there's quite an emotional=- at times a 
sentimental- note to it all. Bonnie Jo had saved money for the bulbs she wanted to plant 
for her mother's Easter surprise; she almost didn't get them, but her father came to 
the rescue. Through the Winter, Bonnie Jo and her daddy watch the place where the tul- 
ips are planted, and mother's being in the hospital up to Easter day makes it all 
the more important that the tulips come up in time. (One wonders why the mother's acci- 
dent had a place in the story at all?) Regional indication only in the fact that the tul- 
ips did come by Easter time. Vera Neville has done pleasing illustrations in soft line, 
reproduced in green and black against the creamy background of the paper. (Pubdl.) 


Bare, Arnold Edwine /llus. THE GOLDEN GOOSE : Houghton, wee 
1.00 
A Grimms’ tale retold for the Nursery: Book Sertes - the story of the stupid 
young brother whose kind heart brought him the enchanted golden goose. Dummling, with 
the help of the goose, makes the somber princess laugh and wins her as his bride. Ar- 
nold Bare has added pleasant pictures on every page, printed in terra cotta, yellow 
and black. 23 pp. Cloth binding. (4/23) 


Moore, Ida Cecil LUCKY ORPHAN Scribner 
‘Thius.:by Primrese $2.00 


A quiet little story of a friendship between a little girl and a pet lamb, 
the puny one of twins, rejected by his mother, and adopted by ll-year old Martha. 
The slow details of the lamb’s growth, of her friendship with a collie, of the doings 
about the farm where domestic animals and foxes are raised - season after season - birth, 
life and death- and finally the lamb grown up and having a lamb of her own. A sweet- 
sometimes too sweet - story of Prince Edward Island; a lively looking book - clear type, 
soft drawings, good vocabulary for 3rd and 4th graders. (4/21) 
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McFarland, Wilma- fd. FOR A CHILD Westminster Press 


) $2.50 

@ * This is a very good first poetry book, a big flat book with lots of pictures 
in color and in line by Ninon- an excellent selection, chiefly of moderns, with a com- 
fortable sprinkling of old favorites to give a sense of familiarity. Among the modern 
writers are such names as Tom Robinson, Christopher Morley, James Tippett, May Justus, 
Hilda Conkling; there are some 120 poems, dealing with familiar things, toys, animals, 
objects in nature, and so on. The poems are short enough, in the main, for the small 
child to like them. Paper over heavy boards, Junior Literary Guild for May. The 
editor was formerly editor of Child Life, so has had opportunity to kmow the field. (4/14) 


FICTION FOR THE 8 ‘to 11's 


Seaman, Augusta Huiell THE MYSTERY OF THE OTHER HOUSE peer 2 3 
2.00 © 
Mysterious corridors, secret identities, and two young girls who put the 
jig-saw together to make the face of the heir apparent to the French throne! The time 
is 1870- the place New York City - and Susan Thurlow and her chum stumble on some cur- 
ious items relating to Mr. St. Croix, who lived aloofly across the street. The glamor 
of mysterious scions of France's noble houses in hiding may still have appeal for to- 
day's children, but Miss Seaman assumes too much background knowledge for the average 
young American who knows little of sides and issues. Nonetheless, despite slight back- 
ground, superficial characterization and doubtful values, Miss Seaman has, over the 
years, developed plot patterns and formulae that sell any adventure between covers. (5/8) 


Daringer, Helen F. ADOPTED JANE Harcourt, Brace 
$2.00 
@ This story of a poor but worthy orphan girl is backgrounded against the days 


of the first motor cars and a way of life that passed with the horse and buggy. Jane, 
helpful, sweet and un-beautiful, lives in an orphanage, passed over for adoption when 
dimples and curls found homes with ease. There's a just matron and a mousey, kindly 
assistant- and the orphanage is adequate- but it's not a home and family. Then comes a 
wonderful summer and a double chance:- first there is a wealthy, shy and lonely woman, 
living unpretentiously in an old house - and Jane proves her solid worth to Mrs. Thurs- 
ton; second there is a vacation on 4 farm, where there is Tish, just Jane's age. And 
at the end of the summer, Jane has two offers of adoption. The story would have escaped 
any stigma of sentimentality had she chosen Tish and the farm; the choice of Mrs. Thur- 
| man seems somehow unreal and slightly stuffy. While the story is a rather original 

one and one with various things to recommend it, somehow it doesn't quite come off. (April) 


it 


Bower, Barbara WORZEL GUMMIDGE —— 
* This story of the scarecrow of Scatterbrook Farm is fun, and laughter is at 
& premium today. Susan and John often spent holidays at the farm and there they encoun- 
ter this scarecrow who comes to life. (His granfer was a Bogle and that makes every- 
thing all right!) Gummidge lived a rich life of his own; he even married a dear scare- 
crow called Earthy Mangold. They followed the children to the seashore and there were 
joined by another odd friend, Saucy Nancy, a ship's figurehead who knew some pretty salty 
songs. Confusing things happen to adults in the book, but children take it all in their 
stride, and Gummidge with all his moodiness was companionable in his own way. Well 
written- with lots of zest. Illustrated by Ursula Koering. (5/ 
A) 
@ FICTION - 12'to 15 | 


> & Franklin, George Cory WILD ANIMALS OF THE FIVE RIVERS COUNTRY Houghton, oe 
2.50 
* This might almost be labelled as today's Wild Animals [ Have: Known, for 
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George Cory Franklin has the same quality that Ernest Thompson Seton had of making the 
reader feel not only the authenticity of his natural history background and love of 

the wild animale of which he writes, but an uncanny faculty for getting into the skin 
of the animals, making their stories his. As son of a couple who pioneered in the 

vast, wild areas of the country between Colorado and New Mexico, he knows at first hand 
the country, flora and fauna, the lives of prospectors, ranchmen and hunters, all of 
which go into the vitality of his stories of the animals of the region. He has made his 
heroes of wolves, foxes, coyotes, and many lesser known creatures. A good sense of story 
makes this collection exciting reading for young people. I1ll'd by Mary Ogden Abbott. (5/€ 


6/3 
Berger, Josef OPERATION UNDERGROUND - Little, Brown (A.M.P.) 
$2.50 
* The author of the Jim Ellis series introduces a new hero, Ted Post, 17-year 


old interpreter who joins a reparation mission as an assistant. He is sent to England 
and then to the continent. Early in the game it is evident that one member of the mis- 
sion knows about some secret Nazi treasures, and the running down of slender clues, the 
chase for the goal, provide a series of adventures and misadventures for our hero in a 
story that is well-sustained and packed with action. The author's interest in interna- 
tional understanding, his sensitivity to people contribute that extra something that 
takes this out of the straight adventure class and makes the book worth while. Dramatic 


illustrations by David Berger. (5/5) 


Akers, Dwight YOUNG TURKEY Be 
$2.50 


The story is a good one, but it is overbalanced by the scholarship, in an 
ambitious uttempt to bring alive the culture of the Lenape Indians before the coming of 
the white men. Only the thoughtful, mature youngsters will be able to hold the line of 
the story, as Young Turkey, responsible for the death of a rattlesnake, is plunged into 
a series of dreams, visions and adventures, as he and his tribe struggled to avert the 
dire consequences. Every animal is imbued with an inner spirit that can mean life or 
death of the tribe. The book deals with the magic practices, the mysteries of Young Tur- 
key's tribal lore. Through the process and the ordeals, he proves himself worthy of 
leadership. Curious drawings catch the mixed natural and supernatural qualities of the 
tale. By the author of Sheepy Tom and The: King's Mule= a book tha es a contribution 
to background reading; but I question boys’ staying with it. obs 











Cavanna, Betty SPURS FOR SUZANNA en a 
2.00 
Not up to the level of ‘Going on'Sizteen but a good iesiin for the l2-and 
13-year olds, even so. Sue's summer looks bleak to her when Cape May is scratched off 
the possibilities, her father is in the hospital, her mother working so hard that Sue 
comes home to a lonely place in Philadelphia. Then comes the chance to go to a farm 
for the summer - a horse farm at that. An “outsider” at first, Sue learns to play her 
part in chores and fun. There's a gymkhana; there's riding- and at long last-the fear 
of jumping is conquered; Sue learns to take responsibility. And she too makes a contri- 
bution, opening new doors through books to her new friends to whom a farm has been all 
of life. The format is poor = coarse paper- unprepossessing illustrations. J.L.G. (4/7) 


Goodwin, Hal THE FEATHERED CAPE page 29 
2.00 

* The early life and culture of Hawaii in 1792, when the islands were united 

under the great chief, Kamehameha, and the struggle for domination was begun. Jona- 

than Blaine, an American impressed into service on a British ship, escapes and becomes 

involved in the final phases, between Kamehameha and another chief supported by British 

guns. Jonathan's story has the ring of truth, and is dramatically sustained with 
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telling descriptions of the geography, battle techniques, tabus and personality of many 
of the island people and places. Suggest with this Adrienne Stone's Hawaii's Queen 
Liluokalani (Messner- see P. 129) - two unusual books in giving younger teens a fairly 


rounded story of the not so far distant history of the Hawaiian Islands, now being consi- 
dered for admission to statehood. End paper maps show the Sandwich Islands, as they were 


then known. Definitely a boys' book - no family background - chiefly a warrior rr 
Tll'd by Ursula Koering. (3/31) 


Wire, Harold Channing HIGH COUNTRY Westminster 
$2.00 
The Forest Rangers in the High Sierras have a big job, as young Brad learned 
from his father. His summer apprenticeship at a ranger station teaches him how hard a 
job it is. Brad makes many blunders in the first weeks, but comes out on top after his 


hunches prove right about the mysterious fires, the broken telephone wires, and the miss- 


ing beef cattle. The United States Forest Rangers may prove an inviting career to young 
men who have felt any interest in an outdoor life. Details of the day-to-day jobs, ad- 
venture, personalities that are not as wooden as those usually found in "Westerns" and 
& generally sustained interest in the story of who stole the cattle and where was the 
meat hidden. Brad solves the mystery and. wins his badge. Rather less than average 
length adventure story with career values. (3/2h) 

NON-FICTION - 12 - 15 


Gould, Jean JANE Houghton, Mifflin 
$2700 2 
* Thirteen year olds and up will like this excellent biography of Jane Austen. 


The author has described vividly the childhood of a happy, intelligent child in a large 
family of active, sane people. There is a refreshing picture of an author who liked to 
roughhouse with her brothers, who danced well, had lots of beaux, was witty, charming 
and pretty and on excellent terms with her family, her friends, her neighbors, her di- 
gestion: One gets the feel of the niceties of life in an upper middle class family in 
@ secluded but lively community in southwest England in the last quarters of the 18th © 
and the first part of the 19th century. Many of the models for Jane's characters are 
foreshadowed in this gay story of the creator of Pride-and Prejudice, Sense and Sensi- 


‘biksty, Northanger Abbey and so on. Her biographer shows a nice feeling for the work 


of this delightful writer, and has given her life and writings a pleasant unity. Good 
reading, and excellent background material. (6/22) 


Fox, Ruth GREAT MEN OF MEDICINE Random re 
| 2.50 
iv 
These brief, vivid thumbnail biographies will interest science-minded readers 
of high school age. The author has picked out high spots in the careers of nine great 


figures in medical history:- Vesalius in anatomy, Pare in surgery, Harvey, Jenner, Laenec, 


Semmelweis, Morton, Lister and Koch. A concluding chapter gives a quick summary of 
more recent developments as far even as Fleming's discovery of penicillin. The biogra- 
phies are too brief for their subjects to come to life as human beings, but the drama of 
their conflict with tradition and the struggle towards truth does get through. This 
should be good for school libraries particularly. (5/5) \/ 


FICTION ’FOR YOUNG ‘ADULTS. 


Lancaster, Bruce THE SCARIET PATCH Little, Brown sao 
| 3.00 
First rate yarn of the Civil War, from-incredible as it seems- 4 new angle. 
The story concerns the Rochambeau Rifles- "foreign legion" of the Union Army of the 
Potomac, and of the uphill struggle in their own ranks, because of prejudice against 
the foreign born. Chiefly it is the story of a brilliant young French officer, who 
worshipped General Kearny, and who suffered under the command of the hated Pelham. 
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The story follows the successive defeats, from Malvern Hill to Harrison's Lending, to 
Bull Run - then on to Gettysburg, and at last to victory. There are wonderful battle 
scenes; there's a twisted road of romance; there's adventure aplenty. ( For fuller re- 


port see adult section, P. 132.) (4/21) 


See report on P. 191 - Goodwin's THE FEATHERED CAPE - Westminster Press- for this group. 
And for next section, see Gould's JANE, Houghton, and Fox-GREAT MEN OF MEDICINE, P. 192, 


Random House. 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Dragunas, Andrew CREATING JEWELRY pes 
3.00 
Self instruction for beginners, with discussion of basic materials, funda- 
mental techniques, and enough to stimulate the creative imagination. There is very 
little about design, but the step by step process, from learning how to melt silver, 
what to expect, possible technical errors of beginners, safety rules, etc. on to the 
use of more elaborate tools, for more advanced work. A book for people who have some 
knowledge of and aptitude for craft work. Each section includes suggestions for pur- 
chase of materials, costs, equipment. (Reported adult section-P. 153) (5/7) 


Dodge, David HOW GREEN WAS MY FATHER Simon & ae 
2.75 
Really funny account of the author's attempts to transport himself and his 
family into Mexico and Guatemala. Unable to ship their car, and fly, the Dodges were 
forced to drive from San Francisco. They reached Mexico City with a case of contra- 
band milk (canned) for 5-year old Kendal; they drove to Vera Cruz - shipped the car- 
and took three weeks, by plane, to locate it. Obstacles of tourist travel the hard 
way, for engaging entertainment. (Full report- see P. 149) (4/22) 


Dalrymple, Byron W. PANFISH , Whittlesey House 
$4.00 

A generous compendium on small fish which combines facts about species, iden- 
tification, methods and sport, with a certain amount of personal recall of a fisherman 
of a life-time. In opening chapters 21 families cf fish are considered - where found, 
(ly or - how caught. A bit of philosophy- some anecdote. (Full report- P. 150) 
4/2 | 
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Erminger, Lila W. & Hopkins, M. R. FOOD AND FUN Dist.by Rand, sae igs ‘ 
2.50 
First aid for busy mothers, with- chief of its virtues- a good half given 
to menus, Classified as Big Suppers, Middle Size Suppers, Little Suppers. There are 
suggestions for sandwich fillings, for party foods, for sick children, for emergency 
supply shelves. There's basic information on food values, dietary principles, games, 
cooking. And there's one section given to recipes, though it is primarily a book on 
planning, based on the assumption that a cookbook is not its primary purpose. Material 
is based on practical use with children, brought together for use in foster homes. Net 
proceeds to go to Children's Home & Aid Society, Illinois. The market- mothers, tea- 
chers responsible for school lunches, etc. Too bad the price is high, for a small 
book. (Publ.) 


REPRINTS 


Three Additions to Rainbow Classics Fach #1.00 World Publishing 
Announced only, as I've not seen copies so cannot pass on format, etc. 


Alcott, Louisa May- AN OLD FASHIONED GIRL Bronte, Emily - WUTHERING HEIGHTS 
- Stevenson, Robert Louis - KIDNAPPED 





